TOURS AND VISITS

CITY SIGHTSEEING TOUR
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City Sightseeing Tour starts from the Red Square & Saint Basil’s Cathedral with a short visit to GUM (optional). On their way the tourists will see the Historical Museum, Monument to Peter the Great (on the bank of the Moscow River), Christ the Savior Cathedral (stop), Novodevitchy Convent (stop), Lenin’s Hills (stop), White House, New Arbat. 
The duration of the city tour is approximately 3 hours. 

RED SQUARE AND LENIN MAUSOLEUM 
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A visit to the Lenin Mausoleum beside the Kremlin wall: the compositional centre of Red Square, Moscow is the Lenin Mausoleum wherein lies the body of the revolutionary leader and founder of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet State. The Lenin Mausoleum is a classic work of Soviet architecture. Its architect, A.Shchusev, employed a simple and expressive design in the form of a monumental edifice, faced in dark red granite and black labradorite, which embodies, as it were, the grief of the people and the power of Lenin's eternal teaching. 
Open 10:00-13:00 except Mondays and Fridays

GUM DEPARTMENT STORE
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Built in the 19th century to house over 1.000 private shops, which were located in the area of the Red Square. Today the world most famous designers’ names are all represented in its three shopping galleries.
Open 10:00 – 21:00 around the week

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR CATHEDRAL
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Situated on the left bank of the Moskva river on the site of the former Alexeyev Monastery, the cathedral of Our Christ the Saviour was founded in 1839 and its construction went on for 40 years. Donations were made by rich and poor for the cathedral, which was to commemorate the victory in the Patriotic War of 1812 (the invasion of Napoleon). Architect K. Thon conceived the cathedral in the Russo-Byzantine style and it was designed to strike the imagination with its grandeur and wealth of external and interior decor. The Cathedral was consecrated in 1883. 103 meters in height, it could easily accommodate 10 thousand worshippers at the same time. In 1931 the Bolsheviks blew up this lovely cathedral. Till early 90-s of the 20th c. there was a huge swimming pool functioning on the site. In our times Russian clerical and cultural personalities and the Municipal Authorities of Moscow, appealed for the reconstruction of the cathedral of Our Saviour in its former splendour. With donations coming in from a number of people the cathedral went up in the space of a mere two years. At the moment St. Saviour is the main cathedral of Russia. On great holidays the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, Alexey II, presides services there. The excursions are provided after morning service from 13:00 till 16:00; standard excursion includes visit to the Cathedral and upper observation site (elevator leads there) and lasts app.1 hour. 

Open of excursions 13:00 – 16:00 around the week except the dates of main Orthodox holidays
POKROVSKIY (ST BASIL’S) CATHEDRAL
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Excursion to the Cathedral of the Intercession (Pokrovsky Cathedral), more known as the Cathedral of St. Basil the Blessed lasts app.1 hours. The Cathedral is situated on the Red Square and was built in 1555-1557. The sections of the museum demonstrate the arms of newly formed regular Russian army of the 16 - 17th centuries. In the restored interiors of the Cathedral towers - churches is exhibited the ancient Russian icons of the 15 - 16th centuries. There are excellent works of applied art executed by Russian masters of the 16 - 17th centuries such as beautiful embroidery, fabrics, wonderful specimens of metal ware.

Open 10:00 - 16:30, closed on Tuesday and last Monday of every month

The duration of excursion is app 1 hour

KREMLIN TOUR
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Unique complex of architectural monuments surrounded by ancient red brick walls crowned with 19 towers, which are an important city landmark. The first wooden Kremlin was built by order of Prince Yuri Dolgoruky in 1156. Later on during the reign of Prince Dmitry Donskoy white stonewalls were erected. And in the 15th century when the seat of Orthodox religion was moved to Moscow, several Italian architects were invited to reconstruct the Kremlin, especially its cathedrals and chapels. Thus the architectural ensemble of Kremlin we can see today has appeared. The centre of Kremlin is the Cathedral Square with the Cathedral of Assumption, where royal wedding and coronation ceremonies used to take place.
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The Cathedral of Annunciation and the Cathedral of Archangel Mikhail are located next to it. Some other outstanding examples of the Russian architecture are: Palace of Facets, the church of the Deposition of the Robe, the bell tower of Ivan the Great and the Spasskaya (Saviour) Tower, Armoury Chamber (option) and the Diamond Fund (option), the Grand Kremlin Palace (option), the Patriarch’s Palace, the Tsar Bell and Tsar Cannon, etc.

Open 10:00 - 17:30, closed on Thursday

Duration of Kremlin visit is 3-4 hours (depends on group size and chosen options to visit)

ARMOURY CHAMBER
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One of the oldest museums on the Kremlin grounds founded in 1511. The present building dates back to the 1850-s and contains the priceless collection not only richly decorated arms and weapons but also the Russian Tsars’ Crown Jewels, carriages and thrones, furniture, Royal gowns, jewellery (including the famous Faberge Easter eggs), diplomatic gifts of the 12-19th centuries.

Open: 10:00 – 17:30, entrance times: 10:00; 12:00; 14:30; 16:30. Closed on Tuesday
Duration of excursion is app 45 ’-1 hour
DIAMOND FUND
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This is a gem collection housed in the building of the Kremlin Armoury. On display are the most precious items of the treasury: unique diamonds and gold nuggets from Siberia, world-famous emeralds and sapphires, the crown of Catherine the Great adorned with more than 5000 diamonds along with other invaluable pieces.

Open: 10:00 – 17:30, closed on Tuesday

Duration of excursion is app 45 ’

BOLSHOI THEATRE
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The imposing home of the internationally-famed Bolshoi ballet was constructed in 1824 by Osip Bove, though the company itself was founded in 1773 as a dancing school for the Moscow Orphanage. For much of its history the Mariinsky Theatre in St. Petersburg overshadowed the Bolshoi, but with Moscow's restoration as the capital in 1918 it gained pre-eminence. Graced by the presence of a series of remarkably gifted dancers, the Bolshoi became known as one of the world's great companies. Its performances continue to elicit international acclaim, and an evening at the Bolshoi remains one of Moscow's sublime pleasures. Recently a New Bolshoi Scene was opened nearby where Bolshoi actors perform the operas and ballets there along with other theatres’ troupes.

TRETYAKOV GALLERY
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Founded in 1856 by the merchant Tretyakov. Initially the collection consisted of works by Moscow and St. Petersburg painters - Tretyakov’s contemporaries. Now there are about 47.000 Russian works of art housed here. The museum boasts the largest collection of Russian masters from the 18-th and 19-th centuries: Nikitin, Rokotov, Borovikovsky, Kiprensky, Brullov, Ivanov and others as well as world-famous collection of ancient Russian icons.
Open 10:00 - 18:30, closed on Monday

Duration of the visit is app 1,5 hours (without transfers)

PUSHKIN MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
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The Museum was opened in 1912 as a Museum of Fine Arts named after Emperor Alexander III under the University of Moscow as an educational and public institution. In 1932 was named The State Museum of Fine Arts and in 1937 was named in honor of great Russian poet Alexander Pushkin. 

 Now it has one of the world’s largest collections of works of West-European, ancient Oriental and Classical (Greece and Rome) arts.

The picture gallery contains over 2000 canvases, enabling us to appreciate the variety of styles over the centuries. The real pride of the museum is its collection of French Impressionists, one of the best in the world.

Open 10:00 - 19:00, ticketing office is open till 18:00. Closed on Monday

Duration of the visit is app 1,5 –2 hours (without transfers)

NOVODEVITCHY CONVENT
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Architecture dating from the 16-th and 17-th centuries, this complex was originally built as a fortified monastery surrounded with brick walls with 21 towers. Construction was completed in 1524 during the reign of Vassily III. Later a convent for noble women was located here. Interior decorations, frescos, icons and tapestries have been preserved and are in perfect condition. It is possible to attend the Russian orthodox service in the main church of the Convent - the 16-th century Cathedral of Our Lady of Smolensk. The old cemetery within the convent walls is the burial place of prominent political and public figures as well as famous artists, writers and scientists (Gogol, Chekhov, Prokofiev, Shaliapin etc.). The Cathedral is opened for entrance in summertime from May till October; in wintertime the tourists can visit different exhibitions on the territory of Novodevitchy Convent.

Open 10:00 - 17:00, closed on Tuesday and 1st Monday of every month

Duration: 2,5 - 3 hours with transfers.

KOLOMENSKOYE ESTATE
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Located in the southern outskirts of Moscow. It was built as a summer residence for the Grand Dukes of Moscow and later became the favourite summer retreat of Russian Tsars. The original wooden palace has not survived. The oldest structure on the grounds of the estate is the Church of Ascension dating back to 1532. There are also several other monuments of Russian stone architecture of the 16th-17th centuries. In different years some samples of wooden architecture of the 17th-18th centuries were brought and placed here, including the log cabin of Peter the Great from Arkhangelsk area. On the grounds there are exhibitions of Russian icons, tiles, woodcarvings, metalwork and ceramics.

Open 10:00 - 18:00, except Monday
Duration: 4-4,5 hours with transfers

KUSKOVO ESTATE
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Museum of Ceramics and “Kuskovo Country Estate of the 18th Century” is a museum complex of the former countryside residence of the Counts Sheremetevs in Kuskovo. From 1918 it is a museum-country estate. In 1932, the Museum of Russian Porcelain was transferred here. This Museum was set up on the basis of nationalized private collections. One can see here works of Russian, foreign (from the 15th century) and Soviet ceramics and glass, paintings, still lives of the 1730-1740s, portraits of the 1760-1770s, West European engravings of 18th century.

More than 20 unique monuments of architecture with genuine interiors are presented here including a Dutch Palace, an Italian Pavilion, a Grotto, a Greenhouse, others.

Open 10:00 - 18:00, closed on Monday, Tuesday and last Wednesday of every month
Duration: 4-4,5 hours with transfers

TRINITY SERGIEV MONASTERY IN SERGIEV POSAD
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The town was founded in the 14th century and centred around the Trinity Monastery of St.Sergius, one of the finest examples of the early Russian architecture and nowadays the centre of the Russian Orthodox church. Among its greatest treasures is the white stone Trinity Cathedral, built in 1423. Icons by Old Russian Masters Andrei Rublev and Daniel Chorny crown its interior. The Monastery houses the museum of Applied Arts, which displays ancient embroidery, gold and silver tableware, palace furniture, and tapestries dating from the 17th to 20th centuries.

Open daily, closed for excursions on main Orthodox holidays 

Duration: 7 hours with transfers and lunch at the local restaurant

RUSSIAN TOYS MUSEUM IN SERGIEV POSAD
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Located in Moscow suburb, some 70 kilometres from the capital, near the world known Monastery of the Holy Trinity founded in the mid-14th century by Serguis of Radonezh, the Museum exhibition is dedicated to the traditional folk hand-made toys produced in different regions of Russia. On display are the famous Matryoshka dolls, clay miniatures from Vyatka, tin whistles, female and animal statuettes, and wooden dolls from Gorodetz.

